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Eastern Hills Drive and Connecting
Roadways Project Status:

City of Council Bluffs Public Works
209 Pearl Street
Council Bluffs, IA 51503

Steven Road Segment Description:

The Steven Road segment is approximately 0.5 mile in
length, and is a two-lane roadway section with 12-footwide travel lanes, a 2-foot-wide curb and gutter section on
either side of the roadway, and a 10-foot-wide separated
trail, which would connect to the realigned Cedar Lane east
of State Orchard Road, with identical roadway and trail
dimensions.

The City of Council Bluffs (City) is planning to continue
improvements to Steven Road, which is part of the overall
Eastern Hills Drive and Connecting Roadways Project (the
Project) and is located on the City’s eastern edge. The
Project intends to improve the transportation network east of
Council Bluffs by completing Eastern Hills Drive between US
Highway 6 (US-6) and Iowa State Highway 92 (IA 92), while
providing improved connections to developments along
Greenview Road, Steven Road, and Cottonwood Road.
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Next Steps:

An environmental review and NEPA Re-evaluation are
underway for evaluation of the Steven Road segment.
The review process considers potential change in design,
environment, and regulations subsequent to completion of
the FEIS and ROD. To date, the review has not determined
any changes that would affect the previous documentation
of environmental impacts in the project area.

The Project was evaluated for potential environmental
impacts under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
in a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) that was
approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
on August 19, 2015. A public comment period on the FEIS
occurred from September 4, 2015 to October 16, 2015 (with
late comments considered through October 30, 2015), and
a public hearing was held on September 29, 2015. A Record
of Decision (ROD) documenting the selected alternative
and environmental commitments was signed on January 6,
2016.
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How you can participate:
• The public can provide input on the latest segment of the Project discussed in this newsletter.
• Call the City of Council Bluffs Public Works with questions or project comments at (712) 890-5296.

For additional information, please visit the project website at:
http://www.councilbluffs-ia.gov/index.aspx?NID=811

The project website includes past newsletters and project documentation, as well as public
hearing information associated with the Final Environmental Impact Statement.
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• Farmland impacts would be below the threshold
requiring coordination with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

1. Eastern Hills Drive Connection from Hills of Cedar Creek
to Cedar Lane (Completed 2018)

• There would be no wetland impacts and only minor
impacts to an unnamed tributary of Little Mosquito Creek
requiring a Section 404 Clean Water Act Nationwide
Permit. The tributary has no defined regulatory
floodplain, thus a floodplain permit would not be
required.

2. Steven Road Connection from Eastern Hills Drive to
State Orchard Road (Completed 2019)

• Right-of-way and easements would be acquired, but no
residential relocations would be required.

3. Eastern Hills Drive from Hills of Cedar Creek to IA 92
(Completed 2020)

• Trees to be removed along the western half of the
alignment qualify as woodland, threatened and
endangered species, and migratory bird habitat. They
would be removed between October 1 and March 30,
outside the northern long-eared bat pup nesting season
and migratory bird nesting seasons. Existing woodlands
may be acquired and placed under a protective
easement, or planting and development of a forested
area on land near the project area may occur.

The FEIS provided a priority order proposed for construction
of segments of the project. The latest update to priority and
schedule is the following:
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• Estimated future traffic noise levels would be below
noise impact thresholds.

4. Connect Steven Road near Norwood Drive to State
Orchard Road (2022-2023)
5. Improve Greenview Road from near Cottonwood Road
(L-43) to State Orchard Road (TBD)
The first three segments have been constructed and are
open for use. The Steven Road connection will be the
next project to proceed into final design and construction.
The Steven Road extension alignment starts at Norwood
Drive on the west, and extends to State Orchard Road
on the east, connecting eastward to the realigned Cedar
Lane connection to State Orchard Road. The segment will
provide improved connectivity between the Forest Glen
and Briarwood neighborhoods and the Eastern Hills Drive
connections to IA 92 and US 6. A map of the proposed
alignment of the Steven Road connection is located on the
inside of this newsletter.

• No known contaminated materials sites, historic
archaeological sites, or architectural properties are in the
area that would be disturbed for project construction.
Subsequent to completion of the NEPA Re-evaluation and
approval by FHWA, right-of-way would be acquired, and the
project is planned for letting in April 2022.
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