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Introduction
& Overview

This section covers the multi-modal transportation system within Council Bluffs and
the surrounding area. The section includes
recommendations that aim to build upon
the strengths of the existing system and
meet the evolving needs of residents,
businesses, and industry.

Council Bluffs enjoys a high level of
local and regional mobility thanks to the
following components of the transportation system:

»» Roadways that provide access to local

»» Two interstates that collectively carry

»» Regional transit service that provides

almost 80,000 vehicles per day through
the City, and connect Council Bluffs by
interstate facilities to regions both north
to south and east to west;

»» Rail corridors that provide access to
substantial industrial areas that produce
and distribute goods throughout the
Midwest and United States;

»» US Highways 6 and 192 that provide
efficient mobility throughout the
community;

and regional amenities, including the
Missouri Riverfront, Omaha, and the
unique western Iowa landscape;
access to important destinations
throughout the community;

»» A regional bike path system that
includes 39 miles of trails;

»» Comprehensive sidewalk networks
that connect residents to businesses,
schools, jobs, and other important
assets; and

»» Access to two airports that provide
private, public, and freight service to the
region and beyond.

Coordination
with the LRTP

The Metropolitan Area Planning Agency
(MAPA) maintains a 2035 Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) for the Omaha/
Council Bluffs region that is the primary
guide for investment in highways, roads,
trails, and transit. The recommendations
of Bluffs Tomorrow 2030 aim to build
on the projects identified in the LRTP
and consider how they will impact future
land use, growth and development,
infrastructure investment, and more. The
Future Transportation Plan included in
this chapter illustrates the locations of
improvements that will significantly alter
the regional transportation system in
Council Bluffs.
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Streets &
Highways
Council Bluffs’ system of streets and
highways is the most visible aspect of the
overall transportation system. It includes
a series of interstates, arterials, collectors,
and local streets that provide regional and
local access to various destinations.

Functional
Classification
The street network in and around the
City is made up of a system of various
functionally classified streets. The City of
Council Bluffs is a partner organization in
the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency
(MAPA), the regional governing planning
agency that covers the greater Omaha
metropolitan area. The City should
continue to work with MAPA to maintain
a hierarchy of streets that support the
efficient and safe movement of traffic in
the region. This will offer several benefits,
including an increase in the overall efficiency of the roadway system, appropriate
levels of access to different types of land
uses, the protection of residential areas
from commercial and industrial traffic, and
opportunities for non-motorized facilities
to be integrated into the system.
The City should continue to evaluate and
implement street designations and design
standards. The area is currently served by
the following hierarchy of roadways:
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Interstates & Freeways

Arterials

Collector Streets

Local Roads

Interstates are divided highways of two
lanes or more, in each direction, that provide a high degree of service to through
traffic, are designed with no direct access
to individual uses on abutting properties,
and generally have grade-separated
intersections.

Principal arterials are generally wider,
faster and have limited access along the
route to allow travel to and through an
area. These roads are regional in nature
and link interstate, intra-state and regional
activity centers. They are built to accommodate the highest traffic volume and
longest travel routes.

Collector streets prioritize access to
property over mobility, and are more
locally-oriented. Collectors connect local
streets to arterials to create a network of
traffic movement.

The local street system is made up of all
streets not belonging to one of the abovementioned roadway classes. Local streets
are generally shorter than other roadway
types, and have frequent controlled
intersections. Compared to other
roadway types, local streets are narrower
with slower speeds through areas such as
residential neighborhoods. Local streets
provide direct access to properties, and
accommodate shorter trips to adjoining
collector or arterial streets.
The overall City-wide infrastructure
footprint, regardless of functional classification, should continue to be closely
evaluated and support cost-effective and
sustainable growth.
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The proposed 1st Avenue Complete Street
includes vehicular lanes, Bus Rapid Transit
right-of-way, and bicycle and pedestrian paths.
The corridor includes the existing 1st Avenue
corridor (1) and the opportunity for a long-term
connection to Downtown (2).
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»» Reduction in the number or width
of travel lanes on existing streets to
accommodate on-street bicycle lanes,
landscaping, parking or expanded
sidewalks;

»» Wide sidewalks offset or protected from
travel lanes by vegetation, parked cars,
or other features;

»» On-street parking that serve surrounding
uses, acts as a natural traffic calmer, and
buffers moving vehicles from cyclists
and pedestrians;

»» On-street bicycle lanes;
»» Crosswalks designed to accommodate
all ages and abilities of pedestrians, with
potential pedestrian crossing refuge
areas and curb extensions to minimize
crossing times and increase safety;

The 1st Avenue corridor represents an
excellent opportunity to implement the
Complete Streets concept. As 1st Avenue
transitions from a vacated rail corridor to
a multi-modal transportation conduit, it
should incorporate facilities that would
accommodate vehicles, buses, bikes, and
pedestrians. The illustration to the right
proposes a cross-section that includes
pedestrian and bicycle areas, vehicular
travel lanes, and dedicated Bus Rapid
Transit lanes. This cross-section would run
from approximately 36th Street to 16th
Street, though vehicular traffic would
be prohibited through the Jefferson
High School campus. In the long-term,
1st Avenue could be extended with an
overpass over the Mid City rail corridor
to provide direct access to Downtown
Council Bluffs.
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Complete Streets is an approach to
multi-modal planning and design that
balances opportunities for both motorized
and non-motorized transportation. This
approach considers all modes of transportation, removing the singular priority
of vehicular traffic and balancing that
with the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit users, motorists, and people of all
ages and physical abilities. The City should
adopt and implement a Complete Streets
policy that would allow decision-makers
to plan, design, and construct streets to
accommodate all anticipated users.

Complete Streets design elements should
be tailored to the needs and constraints
of each individual roadway, but could
include:
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Complete Streets

N 28th St

Avenue G

»» Vehicular traffic calming techniques;
»» Decorative landscaping that enhances
aesthetics and safety; and

»» Transit facilities, infrastructure and
technologies that provide more direct
access for riders and result in more
reliable and predictable services.
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The existing I-29/West Broadway
interchange will be replaced with a
proposed interchange that will provide
direct access from West Broadway to
Playland Park.

Existing I-29/West Broadway Interchange

Interstate
Improvements
One of Council Bluffs’ unique transportation assets is its proximity to two major
interstates, east-west I-80 and north-south
I-29. The Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) maintains these interstates,
and is currently funding an upgrade to
this “system interchange.” The Council
Bluffs Interstate System Improvements
is a project to improve mobility through
the region by upgrading I-80 and I-29
corridors, improving roadway conditions,
reducing traffic congestion and crashes,
and adding capacity. This project examined 18 mainline miles of interstate and 14
interchanges. The proposed improvements
will bring the segments of I-80 and I-29 up
to current engineering standards and will
accommodate future traffic needs. This
improvement project is slated for completion in 2022 (for I-80) and 2030 (for I-29).
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Locally Preferred I-29/West Broadway Interchange

The City has been involved with the
planning and proposed implementation
of this project. As these efforts continue
and come to fruition, the City should
continue to work with IDOT and MAPA
to best utilize these improvements for the
transportation network within and around
the city limits.

Ways that this interstate reconstruction
project is beneficial to Council Bluffs
include:

»» Reconstructed ramps reflect capacity-

»» Potential full access interchange at West

In order to maximize the benefits of these
improvements, the City should:

Broadway and I-29 that provides the
ability for Council Bluffs traffic to get to
and from the Playland Park area;

»» Interstate improvement includes the
elimination of “left exits” along the
route, providing consistency in entering
and exiting the interstate and reducing
driver confusion at these access points;
and

appropriate design and current-day
standards.

»» Utilize land use planning and development regulations to encourage appropriate types and intensities of development
near interchange areas; and

»» Invest in infrastructure that supports
specific types of uses that will benefit
from various levels of access.

Regional Mobility
The Council Bluffs area is served by two
interstates, I-80 which is a major national
east-west interstate system, and I-29 which
provides access north-south. These two
interstates are also supported by I-480, a
link from I-80 on the Nebraska side that
provides access to downtown Omaha.
These, along with strong major connected
north-south and east-west Council Bluffs
streets, provide the area with good access
to the region. This system provides links
to other nearby cities and towns and
access to other goods and services. It also
provides support to existing commercial
and industrial areas in Council Bluffs. The
proposed Eastern Hills Drive Beltway is
one example of an upcoming project that
will improve the transportation network
in the City and support the existing
networks.

In order to strengthen regional mobility,
the City should:

»» Evaluate the existing system for potential
extensions to identified industrial or
commercial growth areas; and

»» Implement key projects, such as the
Eastern Beltway that would enhance
mobility from Hwy 6 to former Hwy
275.

Transportation Plan

This illustration
highlights potential
access and circulation
improvements such as
(1) eliminated curb cuts,
(2) maintained curb cuts,
(3) new cross-access
between adjacent lots,
(4) improved on-site
circulation

Primary Street
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Secondary Street
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Logical Street Extensions for Future Development

Local Access &
Circulation
Access in and around Council Bluffs is
provided by a hierarchy of roads serving
many types of trips and users. The
roadway system should provide varying
levels of access and mobility depending
on surrounding uses, traffic volume, and
other key factors. Specific techniques for
managing access, limiting traffic speed,
and encouraging different types of
development should be considered based
on a given roadways classification as an
arterial, collector, or local road.

Potential Local Block Segment Connections

Several physical barriers disrupt local
mobility in different areas of the City.
Rail corridors, Indian Creek, interstate
corridors, and natural topography have
resulted in the severance of some parts of
the local grid. Council Bluffs should strive
to reconnect those streets and provide
a strong grid system where possible.
This may include the extension of streets
across these barriers or the connection of
segments on one side of the barrier that
allows for a logical way out from what is
currently a dead end. An example of this
is at the intersection of 8th Avenue and
17th Street, where a diagonal rail corridor
interrupts the street grid. Ideally, a link
across the rail corridor would be provided.
However, as an alternative, the City should
consider connecting perpendicular streets
on one side of the rail corridor in order to
enhance local circulation.

As a part of the overall planning efforts,
the City should continue to work with
existing railroads to complete any further
rail corridor consolidation.
This consolidation may result in the
reconnection of neighborhoods through
street extensions and the conversion of
the former rail corridor to green corridors
or trails. This consolidation also could
eliminate at-grade crossings and decrease
potential vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian
conflicts.
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Curb Cut Reduction & Parking Lot Cross-Access

Access Management
The number and location of driveways and
access points along a street affects the
efficiency and safety of travel for vehicles,
pedestrians, and bicyclists. Appropriate
access management can effectively
balance access to local development while
improving opportunities for sidewalks,
controlled crosswalks, and landscaping.

This City should support effective access
management on key corridors through the
following techniques:

»» The consolidation of redundant curb
cuts, especially along primary streets;

»» The increased reliance on side streets
and alleys as primary means of access to
a site; and

»» Cross-access easements between
adjacent property owners that would
enhance on-site circulation and reduce
the need to enter a public street for trips
to nearby destinations.
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In addition to several recommendations
that can be applied throughout the
Council Bluffs community, this Plan
provides direction for site-specific areas
that face key mobility challenges or
represent important opportunities. These
include the following projects:

»» South Main Subarea improvements
»» Mid City bike trail connection
»» Eastern Hills Drive/Eastern Beltway
»» Sherwood Drive Extension
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(1) Existing trails, (2) Potential future trails links

(1) Realigned Main Street, (2) South Boulevard

Proposed Sherwood Drive Extension

Proposed Eastern Beltway Alignment

Mid City Bike Trail
Connection

South Main Subarea

Sherwood Drive Extension

The South Main Subarea Plan includes
specific recommendations related to land
use and development, transportation, and
urban design for the area immediately
south of Downtown. The recommendations of the subarea plan include two
specific roadway improvements.

Extending Sherwood Drive north to
Birdsley Road would provide access to a
potential residential development area and
enhance access and mobility for several
residential streets north of Kanesville
Boulevard.

Eastern Hills Drive/
Eastern Beltway

Several portions of the City’s bike trail
network extend from the central portion
of the community, but the Mid City rail
corridor poses challenges to connecting
these trails near the Downtown area.
The City should explore short-term and
long-term alternatives for providing a key
link between West Broadway and 14th
Avenue. Potential alternatives include:

»» Aligning the trail along Indian Creek
and providing grade-separated crossings
over rail lines between 10th Avenue and
14th Avenue; and

»» Providing an at-grade trail on 16th Street
that connects to the proposed 1st
Avenue multi-modal corridor.
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Main Street Realignment
Realigning Main Street to connect to 6th
Street will enhance circulation, provide
a more direct link to the heart of Downtown, and foster redevelopment.

South Expressway Boulevard
The South Expressway currently runs
above grade through the subarea.
However, the portion of the expressway
between 12th Avenue and 9th Avenue
could be reconstructed at-grade, enhancing access to the South Main subarea and
providing the opportunity for an attractive
boulevard that acts as a gateway to the
Downtown area from the south.

The proposed Eastern Beltway, identified
in MAPA’s Long Range Transportation
Plan, enhances access from US Highway
6 near the I-80 interchange to the
southern portion of the community. The
roadway would utilize a combination
of existing streets and new segments,
and would provide improved access to
the Council Bluffs Municipal Airport.
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Council Bluffs enjoys interstate, regional, and local mobility provided by expressways, roadways, transit systems,
trails, and airports. The Transportation Plan includes recommendations intended to take advantage of these
systems based on local land use and the intended character of the community.
The Transportation Plan in closely coordinated with regional planning efforts, considering
projects beyond the jurisdiction of the City that may have significant benefits to residents
and businesses. The Plan also identifies specific transportation improvements that would
help accomplish goals related to community development, economic development, and
sustainability.
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Bicycle parking facilities (right)
Council Bluffs Trail Map
(below, right)

»» Zoning regulations that would contain
bicycle parking requirements.

e
Cr

uit
Mo
s
N Broadwa
y

e
Simms Av

N 8th St

th St
N 25

w Dr

t Av
e
Ben

net
S 3rd St

S 16th St

N 8th St

Valley View Dr

S 24 St

Valley Vie

N 8th St

N 16th St

N 21st St

N 25th St

S 32nd St

S 35th St

N 40th St

S 35 St

80

34th Ave

92

34th Ave

u ri

R iv
er

Richard Downing Ave

ard Rd
ch
Or

prescribe bicycle path location and
design; and,

e
Av

iss
o

275

Wright Rd

92

92

Lake
Manawa

E Manaw
a Dr

275

Legend
Existing Trail

S 35 St

provide the framework for bicycle lanes
on standard plates and designs, bicycle
pre-emption in traffic signal standard
designs;

ve
nA

Regulatory Considerations

vd

stations.

Greenview Rd

Bl

»» Bicycle sharing programs and parking

80

16th Ave

23rd Ave

S tate

diso

water; and,

»» City Public Works Standards that

9th Ave

Ma

»» Public restrooms and access to drinking

»» Subdivision regulations that would
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The City should review and revise regulatory devices to strengthen the framework
for bicycle lanes and supportive amenities.
These could include:
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As trail planning and capital investment
occurs in and around Council Bluffs, the
City should work closely with the County
and refer to their County Trail Master Plan
in order to ensure coordinated investment
in the regional system.
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Other infrastructure improvements that
should be considered include:

o

M

Bicycle amenities provide support to the
existing bike lanes and trails throughout
the City. The City should evaluate public
bicycle parking facilities at high activity
locations such as parks, downtown areas,
and other commercial areas. Other
supporting amenities to be evaluated
could include:
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Council Bluffs has a 39-mile system of
trails that includes both off-street trails, and
on-street bike lanes. To support Complete
Streets design, bicycle improvements
should be considered as an integral part
of street improvement projects. During
this evaluation, both commuter and
recreational bicyclist’s needs should be
considered.

Extensive planning has been completed
to create the current regional bicycle trail
map and the continued funding of these
noted segments should continue to be a
high priority for the City. Additional links,
as shown on the map, would enhance the
local and regional bicycle mobility.

29

st

Bicycle Mobility

Related Amenities

S1

Council Bluffs has invested considerable
resources in the development of a regional
bicycle and pedestrian network. This
demonstrates the importance of nonmotorized mobility and recreation within
the community. The infrastructure system
should continue to support options for
many modes of travel with an emphasis on
active transportation, increased mobility,
and health and recreation.

Infrastructure Improvements

M

Bicycle &
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Mobility

29
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On-site Pedestrian Links across Parking Areas

Pedestrian Mobility
Council Bluffs has a well developed
network for pedestrian mobility. The City
should identify priority pedestrian areas,
including areas in and around Downtown,
parks, retail areas, and schools. These
routes should be fully accessible to all
pedestrians, including those with physical
disabilities. Improvements in these areas
may include:

»» Repair of deteriorated sidewalks;
»» Installation of missing segments that
would connect to other portions of the
sidewalk network;

»» Lighting and buffers that provide
appropriate safety;

»» Enhanced crosswalks and curb cuts that
enhance accessibility and reduce the
likelihood of vehicular conflicts; and

»» Pedestrian signalization that includes
countdowns and vehicle warning
systems.

Comfortable Sidewalk Environment Buffered from Parking and Vehicular Areas

ADA-compliant Curb Cuts and Crosswalks

On-site Pedestrian
Improvements
The accommodation of pedestrians must
be made throughout all areas of Council
Bluffs. This includes the use of improvements that allow pedestrians to safely
and easily move from the public sidewalk
to the front door of a use or destination.
Pedestrian safety should be a priority
when conducting development review
and approval. The following factors should
be considered:

»» Clarity of the pedestrian route through
any large expanse of vehicular parking lot
by using landscaping and median nodes;

»» Grade and slopes of pedestrian routes;
»» Appropriate design that incorporates
ADA requirements;

»» Pedestrian-scale lighting; and
»» Connectivity to adjacent developments.

Intersection Design
& Signalization

Design of intersections and their signalization should include:

The design of intersections must balance
the needs of all the modes of transportation. Intersection design should strive
to minimize the conflict points at the
intersection between all users and should
be context sensitive. Initial evaluation of
the physical intersection characteristics
should include potential limitations on
sight distance due to grades and existing
buildings. Where possible, intersections
should be designed at 90 degree angle to
provide optimum sight lines.

»» Appropriately sized curb radii returns;

During public outreach, residents
identified what they perceived as the most
problematic intersections with regards to
safety. Those identified included several
along the Broadway/Kanseville corridor,
including 1st Street, 7th Street, 8th
Street, and 25th Street. Others include
24th Street and Mid America Drive, and
several along Hwy 192 (16th Avenue, 23rd
Avenue, and at the I-80 interchange).

»» Potential channelized turn lanes where
warranted;

»» Minimized crosswalk lengths for the
ease of use by pedestrians, including
bump outs or pedestrian refuge areas;

»» Incorporated transit stops where
possible, preferably on the far side of
the intersection relative to the direction
of traffic;

»» Include LED crosswalk indicators and
count-down timers to provide high
visibility to the pedestrian;

»» Provide crosswalks that are well-marked
and appropriately lit to best inform
pedestrians; and

»» Coordinated signal timing or adaptive
signal timing to provide efficient
vehicular movement through the
intersections.

Pedestrian Safety & Comfort
Design improvements for roadways and
intersections should aim to create a safe
environment for pedestrians. Buffering
sidewalks from the roadway provides
safety and comfort for the pedestrians.

On-site pedestrian connections
(left), accessible curb
cuts (center), and
attractive and protected
pedestrian areas (right)
encourage walking and
enhance access to local
destinations.

Other potential improvements include:

»» Providing sidewalk curb ramps at every
intersection and addressing ADA design
requirements;

»» Appropriate sidewalk width;
»» Providing side or rear pedestrian
connections where appropriate;

»» Minimizing parking or loading areas
across sidewalks, and minimizing
driveway crossing conflicts;

»» Buffering from vehicular traffic by using
physical separation and landscaping or
street furniture; and

»» Pedestrian-scale lighting.
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Bus Rapid Transit uses modern vehicles,
dedicated right-of-way, traffic management technologies, and attractive
stations to provide efficient service
throughout the region.

Public Transit
Council Bluffs currently has one transit
agency (Metro) that provides transit
service to Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie
County, and Omaha. Recent discussions
on other modes of transit have included
potential bus rapid transit (BRT) and a
potential study of a streetcar service.

Metro Transit
The City contracts with Metro to operate
a public transit service which provides
a timed-transfer system offering fixed,
express/commuter and circulator route
services in Council Bluffs and into
surrounding Pottawattamie County. The
City’s goal of this service should be to
provide safe and efficient public transit
that also provides support to the City’s
development projects.
In cooperation with Metro, a ridership
study was recently completed and routes
were revised. Based on these changes, the
City has seen an increase in ridership. Key
transit destinations include Downtown,
commercial areas along I-80, West
Broadway corridor, Downtown Omaha
and Iowa Western Community College.
The City should continue to evaluate and
modify Metro service routes, as some
key transit destinations are still difficult
to reach. As demand increases for some
sites and decreases for others, the City
should work with Metro to adjust service
routes.
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BRT & Streetcar
Metro is considering the installation of
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes throughout
its service area. The City should work
with Metro to implement BRT on the 1st
Avenue multi-modal corridor. Stops along
the BRT line should serve as focal points
for redevelopment.
BRT service along 1st Avenue would be
most effective if IDOT were to utilize a
portion of the existing I-480 2nd Avenue
exit ramp as a dedicated BRT access ramp
for 1st Avenue. The City should work with
IDOT to preserve this ramp and retrofit it
for limited use by transit vehicles only.
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standards that distinguish Council Bluffs
as an attractive Midwest destination for
high-speed rail users.
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»» Establish local branding and design
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development types around the highspeed rail terminal; and
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»» Work with Metro to provide connecting

»» Identify preferred land uses and

6

eg

Avenue G

6

E Kanesville Blvd

29

investment that would provide access
between the high-speed rail service and
local destinations;
transit services that enhance access to
Downtown, the Mid America Center,
Iowa Western Community College, and
other destinations;
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Rail consolidation will be a key factor in
local mobility and opportunities related to
transit and bike trails. Rail consolidation
will be an issue that is assessed on an ongoing basis as local and regional land uses
and industrial development evolve. The
City should monitor the status of various
rail corridors, and determine the viability
of using vacated corridors for trails or
transit service that meet local and regional
ridership demand. Subsequent land use
and development recommendations
included in the subarea plans (Chapter 11
of this Comprehensive Plan) build off of
rail vacations that are currently planned for
the South Main subarea.
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»» Consider supporting infrastructure
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The City’s aging population and college
student population may provide the
ridership demand for a local circulator.
Access to health care, basic services,
destinations, and other characteristics of
the Council Bluffs community should be
considered focal points for potential local
circulators. Local circulators often utilize
small vehicles or vans that can operate
on residential streets and provide door-todoor service. The City should work with
senior housing developments, hospitals,
major shopping centers, hotels and
entertainment areas, and Iowa Western
Community College to assess the viability
of local transit circulator services.
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Local Circulator

IDOT and other cooperating agencies
are currently working on a regional High
Speed Rail (HSR) effort. The project
corridor study is completed. The project
level review, which is the next step in the
NEPA process, has not been scheduled.
There were several potential locations
for a station in Council Bluffs during the
corridor study, and a recommended location would be identified in the upcoming
project level review study. As the site
analysis is conducted, the City should do
the following to maximize the potential
benefit to residents and businesses:

Rail Consolidation

S1

While Metro provides regional transit
services to many of Council Bluffs major
destinations, their service model may not
support local services that would enhance
mobility with the City’s neighborhoods
and local commercial areas. Filling in these
gaps may require the City, local businesses, or not-for-profits to provide services
that support transit mobility, especially for
senior citizens who may wish to be less
reliant on private automobile use.

High-Speed Rail
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Transportation Plan

Airports
The Council Bluffs area is served by two
airports – the Council Bluffs Municipal
Airport located just east of the City, and
Eppley Airfield located north of Downtown Omaha. These two airports provide
lighted runways, and terminal and hangar
services for both private and commercial
airplanes.

Council Bluffs
Municipal Airport
The City of Council Bluffs has had an
active municipal airport since the 1920s.
The current airport was moved from a
previous location and dedicated in 1967.
This facility is a first-class general and business aviation reliever for Eppley Airfield
with a new runway, hangars, and airplane
parking ramps, and a modern passenger
terminal.

Services & Capacity
The airport was recently noted as having
103 planes based there with over 45,000
annual operations; making it the fourth
busiest airport in the state. As demand
requires, the airport should evaluate the
expansion of hangars and pilot facilities.
Additionally, the Airport should consider
opportunities to:

»» Expand their “reliever role” for Eppley
Airfield; and

»» Leverage their protected location from
floodwaters to host operations during
flooding events.

Relationship to the
Surrounding Network

Other items to be considered for the
airport area include:

Relationship to
Eppley Airfield

The 2007 opening of Eastern Hills Drive
provided a more direct route from the
airport to I-80. Infrastructure planning
should include an area-wide evaluation of
transportation services that would identify
and protect adequate regional access to
the facility. This should include evaluation
of the impact of this supportive street
network to the surrounding area.

»» Evaluation and implementation of

Eppley Airfield is a regional hub airport
with a two terminal facility and 20 passenger loading gates. In 2012, Eppley saw 4.1
million passengers and has direct flights to
about 16 continental US cities. This airfield
is adjacent to the Missouri River and has
been threatened by floodwaters in the
past. In order to maximize the opportunities for the growth of the Council Bluffs
Municipal Airport, the City should:

appropriate land use buffers around
the existing and potentially expanded
facility;

»» Evaluation and analysis of noise impact
and potential abatement plan for the
surrounding area;

»» Evaluation and planning for the development of industrial and supportive land
use expansions adjacent to the airport,
including the extension of sanitary
sewer services; and,

»» Evaluation and planning for the support
of emerging industrial and development
areas in the community, specifically
new I-80/US 6, Iowa West Community
College, and the Mid America Center,
and Casino areas.
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»» Consider lengthening its runway (currently just over 1 mile long) to support
larger freight planes; and

»» Identify opportunities in surrounding
areas to developing distribution/logistics
sites that support freight traffic at the
airport.

